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his belief that forces have been moving over which the party has had no control. That absurd position has denied the whole basis of the party system. The rank and file have wondered who has been responsible for maintaining the results of their endeavours if the leader of the party has disclaimed the responsibility. In all the major questions pure Conservatism has proved impotent, Mr. Baldwin's complacent ineffectiveness has been enough to terrify every man and woman out of the party. It can well be asked, why they have stayed on, and why post-war Conservatism has not been destroyed by its leader.
The answer is to be found in the history of the times. People will cling even to a sinking ship when the only alternative is the ocean. It should be a defence of the leader to show that the Conservative Party has been incapable of providing any weapon necessary for its leader's fight. A helmsman cannot be criticised after the rudder and the mast have broken. In short, apart from Mr. Baldwin, it is necessary to examine how the very creed of Conservatism could not be adapted to the times.
It must be remembered that in the old days it was the fervour of the party creeds that produced the men of whom the parties boasted. Mr. Gladstone was the champion of a cause and Disraeli the interpreter of a philosophy. Modern individualist ideas tend to over emphasise the men at the expense of the movements that they represent. The modern Press and the American film deals so exclusively with "stars" and "stardom" that it is a consequence that men in the social and political lead-roles should be criticised by their earliest deserters. The party voter has at any rate been so long engaged in "arm-chair" government that he has grown accustomed to be a bad critic and a casual spectator. His mind and his body have graduated to a plush seat in the political revue; that is centralised democracy. As a result of the over-systematisation of the wrong ideas people have refused to challenge the values and the axioms which they apply to politics, and when the application of